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C© Ince Tour Lordſhip was pleasd to en- 
AJ tertam ſuch a Favourable Opinion of 
the Following Diſcourſe, when you heard 
tt, as to think the makms it more Public 

might be of ſome Uſe ro the Encouragmg 
and Promoting ſuch truly Charitable and 
Pious Deligns as That which was the Occa- 


bly wherein I had the Honour to Preach 1t 
before Tou; I thought it became me, {as 
well in Deference to Tour rn Iudg- 
ment, as out of Reſpect to the Public Cha- 
racter which Tou bear among Us, and which 
Tour Wiſe and Prudent Admmiſtration gives 
a new Brightneſs and Luſtre to, not to 


A2 oppoſe 
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opp 4 my own Sentiments or Inclinations 
to the Requelt Tour Lordſhip thought fit to 


make me ** that Purpoſe, and in ſo very 


Obliging a Manner. 

In 4. e therefore to. Tour Loxdſhip, 
and under the Protection of Tour Name am 
the Authority of Tour Approbation, it now 
ventures to come Abroad. | And if, through 


the Bleſſing of God, it ſhall, in any Mea- 


ure, Anſwer the Hopes Tour Lordſhip 


has conccived of it, I ſhall think my ſelf 


_ doubly Happy: Firſt, m being an Inſtru- 


ment of ſome Good in the World ; and, 
5 5 to that, in having had ſo fair an Op- | 


portunity of Teſtifying, with how much Sin- 
cerity I deſire to OO my Fefe on all 
Occaſu ions, wn 


My lend; 
Vour Lordſhip J moſt obedient, 
45756 moſt Humble Servant, | 
York, Dec. 310 4 45 Tram 
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St. Luxz xvi 9. 
And I ſay unto you, Make en bes 
Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſ- 
neſs; that, when ye fail they may re- 
cetve you into everlaſims Habitations. 


HESE Words refer to, and are Part of the 
Application that our Saviour makes of the Pa- 
rable of the Unjuſt Steward, ſet down in the 

— foregoing Part of this Chapter. And, in 
them, we have a very proper Method preſcribed us 
for the Management of the good Things of this Life 
waich it hath pleaſed God to bleſs us with ; how to 
improve them to the beſt Advantage, and make them 
ſublervient both to His Glory and our own Happineſs : 

So that we may have the Satisfaction, whenever we 

ſtall be called to give an Account of our Stewardſhip, to 

find the Wiſdom and Fidelity of our Conduct, in the 

Adminiſtration of that Truſt which our Great Lord and 

Maſter has committed unto us, approved of by Him ; and 

receive the Reward of it in his Everlaſting Kingdom. 

It was an Argument of the Wiſdom and Policy of 
that unfaithful Servant, (and which his Maſter could 
not but commmend Him for, notwithſtanding that He 
found himſelf abuſed and cheated by it) that he took 

Care to make Himſelf as many Friends as He could, and 

ſo to provide for his future Subſiſtence, by this Anaviſh 

Artifice. Ie calls all his Lord's Debtors unto Him, and 

makes conſiderable Abatements in the Debts which they 

ſtood reſpectively charged with to him; in e 
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of a kinder Reception among them, when, for ſuch 
baſe and unworthy Practices, He ſhould be diſcarded 
and turned out of his Employment. bg 
This prudent Forecaſt of his for the Time to come is 
repreſented as an Inſtance of the Wiſdom of the Children 
of this World; and of their being wiſer, in ſome Reſpects, 
z.e. in their Way or Generation, than the Children of 
Light : In as much as they act more agreeably to their 
Principles, and proſecute the Affairs and Concerns of 
this Life with greater Circumſpection, greater Dexterity | 
of Addreſs and Application than the other do their Spiri- 
tual and Eternal Intereſts. And therefore our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour takes Occaſion from hence, in the Words of my 
Text, to ſhew his Diſciples and Followers a way to 
Improve and Spiritualize that Worldly Wiſdom, by a- 
dopting it into the Concerns and Intereſts of Religion, 
and ſhewing themſelves no leſs Careful to make Provi- 
ſion for the Happineſs of the Life to come than this 
Unjuſt Steward was to ſecure himſelf a Comfortable Re- 


treat and Subſiſtence in this. And I ſay unto you, 


Make to your ſelves Friends of the Mammon of Unrighte- 


ouſneſs : i. e. Let me adviſe you to make the beſt Ufe 


and Improvement ye can of the Temporal Riches where- 
of God has made you his Stewards, (and which either 
in the Acquiſition or in the Miſuſe and Miſ- application 
of them prove the Occaſions or Inſtruments of ſo much 
Unrighteouſneſs and Sin in the World, ) by adminiſtring 
freely to the Wants and Neceſſities of your Brethren in 
Acts of Charity and Mercy: that when ye fail, i. e. 


when ye die (as the Word in the Original is frequent- 


ly rendred in the Scriptures, ) they may receive you, or 
ye may be received into everlaſting Habitations, and 
have the Reward of your Charity and BeneficencE in 


This 
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Thu ſeems to be the plain and full Import and Mean. 


ing of the Text; and it naturally leads us to the Con- 
ſideration of theſe TWO Things: e 

I. The Duty here recommended to us, contained in 

the former Part of the Text: 7 ſay unto you, Make 

to your ſelves Friends of the Mammon of Unrighte- 

ouſneſs. 27 Rn 

II. The great Encouragement we have to practiſe this 

Duty, drawn from the ineſtimable Benefits and 


; Advantages that the faithful Obſervance thereof 


will be attended with; that, when we die, we may 
be received into Everlaſting Habitations, 
I ſhall ſpeak to each of theſe ſeverally; and then 
make ſome Application of the whole ſuitable to the 
Oceaſion of this Solemnity. 180 


I. As to the Duty here recommended to us, it is one 
ſpecial Branch of that moſt excellent and truly Chriſtian 


Virtue of Charity; a Readineſs and Willingneß, upon 
all proper Occaſions, to relieve the Wants and Neceſſi- 
ties of our Brethren, in the beſt and moſt prudent 


Manner we can, and in Proportion to the Abilities 
that God has given us. This is the way to make the 
beſt and moſt beneficial Improvement of our Worlaly 


Mammon; to make the good Things of this Life Inſtru- 


mental to our future Happineſs, to the gaining a Title 
to thoſe endleſs Felicities which our Lord hath promiſed 


in his Goſpel. And this Duty of Charity and Beneficence 
to the Poor has bin the Argument of ſo many excellent 
Diſcourſes upon Occaſions of this Nature, that, as it 


will be impoſſible for me to offer any thing upon ſuch 


an exhauſted Subject that has not bin Conſidered before, 


and to much better Advantage; ſo I am ſenſible it 

would be needleſs for me to enlarge much upon itz . 

_ pecially in this Honourable Audience, where I have ſo 
8 „ | many 
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many Living Evidences before me, the ſureſt and meſt 
convincing Proofs, of the juſt Senſe ye have of this DV. 
7). All therefore that 1 aim to do upon this Head, 18 
to conſider very briefly, 

1. From whence our Obligations to this Duty do all 

2. What, the Chief Lets and Impediments are that 

uſually obſtruct the Influence that the Senſe of 
| thoſe Obligations ought to have upon us. 

1. Firſt, then, Let us conſider from whence our O- 
bligurions to this Duty of Mercy and Charity to the 
Poor do ariſe: Or how we become aſſured that God has 
been pleaſed to lay this as a neceſſary and indiſpenſible 
Duty upon us, according to the Power and NAY that 
He has given us. Now, 

1. This ſeems very evident from the very Make and 
Frame of our Nature; from the ſoft and tender Afedtons 
of Pity and Compaſſion, which God Almighty has fo 
deeply imprinted upon our Hearts that it's hardly poſſible 
for Humane Nature to be ever ſo entirely perverted as 

to have thoſe Impreſſions quite defaced in it. For even 
the very worſt of Men, I believe, are ſcarce able to look 
upon the many miſerable Objects they daily meet with 
without being ſoſtened into ſome 7enderneſs and Commi- 
ſeration towards them, and perceiving ſomething from 
| within importuning and ſolliciting them to contribute 
| to their Relief; the Workings and Struglings of thoſe 
Principles of Humanity not yet quite extinguithed in their 
Souls: tho Satan and their own Sinful Luſts may, per- 
haps, furniſh them with ſome Artifice or other to over- 
rule thoſe good Inclinat ions, and render them ineffectual. 

But, certainly, God would never have planted thoſe 
principles of Pity and Compaſſion in our Nature, as Ad- 
vorates to be ever pleading the Cauſe of the Pocr and 
Nerdyowith us, but that He 6.cxpetts we ſhould exert and fſÞ - 
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improve thoſe. good Motions they ſupply. us with into 

real Acts of Charity and-Beneficence towards the Affli- 
Qed and. Miſerable, when He has put it in our Power 
to Relieve them. Neither, (ue may humbly preſume 
would his infinitely Wife and Good Providence have pla- 
ced Mankind in ſuch different and uncqual Circumſtances, 
made ſome to abound and ſome. to ſuffer Want ; ſome to 
live in Plenty and fare ſumptuouſiy every Day, and others 
to be pinched with Poverty, and, with Lazarus, to 
ſtand in need of the very Crumbs that fall from the Rich 
Man's Table, but upon this View, that All might there- 
by be furniſhed with fit Opportunities for the exercifing 


their proper Graces and Virtues, ſuitable to the diffe- 


rent Conditions in which he hath placed them. That as 


the Poor, on the one Hand, might manifeſt their Pati- 
ence and Contentedneſs, their humble Truſt and Affi- 


ance in God, ſo the Rich might expreſs their Gratitude 
to their Heavenly Benefactor, their Temperance in a 
Sober and Moderate Uſe of the Plenty He has beſtowed 
upon them, and their Liberality and Charity by doing 
good and ſhewing, Mercy to the Por. 

So that the very Frame of our Nature, and the Or- 
der and Oeconomy that the Providence of God hath ſet- 


by 


led in the World afford, you ſee, a plain Argument of 
God's having laid this as a neceſſary Duty upon us. But, 


2. Our Obligation to this Duty and the Reaſonable- 
neſs of it will more ſully appear, if we conſider farther, 
that every Act of Charity we do to an Afflicted or 
Diſtreſſed Brother is, in neceilary Conſtruction, no 
more than an Act of Stridt Juſtice with Reſpect to 
God, For, if God has, bleſſed any of us with Opulent 


and plentiful Fortunes in the World; we ſhould re- 


member, that, how diſtin, abſolute and indefeaſible 


a Property ſoever we may have in them with Relation 
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to one Another: yet, with Reſpect to God, the Sove- 

reign Proprietor of all things, we have only a limited and 

qualified Intereſt in what we poſſeſs, Subject to thoſe 

Conditions, Reſervations and Incumbrances which He 

hath been pleas'd to annex to it and Charge it withal. 

In truth, we are but his Stewards; and muſt one 

Day, give him an Account of the Adminiſtration of 

the Truſt He hath Committed to us; what we have 

received, and in what manner we have laid it our. 

| So much as is neceſſary to Support and make a de- 
|. cent Proviſion for our Selves and Families, ſuitable 

N to the Rant and Station He has given us in the World 

we are allowed to convert to our own uſe. But, 

Levit. 19. as, under the Law, the Corners of the Fields and the 
1% Gleanings of the Harveſt and Vintage were to be left 
for the Poor and Needy; So, when our own Ne- 
ceſſities and Conveniencies are thus anſwered and pro- 

vided for in ſuch a Meaſure and in ſuch Propor- 

tions as our Conſciences by the Rules of Chriſtian 

Prudence and Moderation ſhall determine, (for the Sin- 
cerity of which Determination we muſt be accoun- 

table to God) when this, I ſay, is done; what re- 

mains, belongs not to Us but to God. He retains 
a Property in it, and it muſt revert to him: i. e. it 

muſt be appropriated and Conſecrated to ſuch Uſes 

| as He has appointed. We cannot pay it to his Per- 
j Pb 16. 2. ſon; Our Goods, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, are nothing unto 
Him: but, to the Poor and Needy, to the Widow 

and the Fatherleſs, we both may and muſt. For the 


Deut. 16. Poor, ſays God, ſhall never ceaſe out of the Land; there- 1 
Te fore I command thee, ſaying, thou ſhalt open thine Hand wide tc 
unto thy Brother, to thy Poor aud to thy Needy in thy 9 


Land. Theſe we have always with us; and they are 1 
appointed and Commiſſioned by God as his Proxies, q 
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in his Name and by his Authority to ask and require 
it of us; and we cannot withhold it from them with- 
out Ijuſtice to our common Lord and Maſter: So much 
I mean, as our Reaſon and Conſcience tell us it is not 
neceſſary to retain, in Order to ſupply or provide for 
the preſent or future Wants or proper Conveniencies of 
our ſelves or thoſe that depend upon us. 
Indeed God is graciouſly pleaſed to accept our Charity 
and Liberality to the Poor, as a Free-will Offering, and 
as a Loan to Himſelf. Yer nevertheleſs, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, what we thus diſpoſe of on His Account is His own; 
and what we have received of Him for this very Uſe, 
and with this Condition annext to it; that we ſhould Ap- | : 
propriate it, not to our extravagant Luſis and Pleaſures, 
but to the Relief and Support of ſuch as ſtand in need 
of our Charity. And this, as it abſolutely excludes all 
pretence of Meriting any thing of God by our Good Works 
of this Nature, fo it ſhews Uncharitableneſs to the Poor to 
be a mixt and Complicate Impiety, including in it In- 
juſtice to God, as well as Unmercifulneſs to Men. 
3. Our Obligation to this Duty of Charity to the 
Poor and the Neceſſity of it may appear from hence: 
inaſmuch as no other Chriſtian Duty has a more ne- 
ceſſary Connection with, or is more ſubſervient to the 
great End and Deſign of Religion than this; 2. e. to 
the forming and faſhioning the Soul into the Similitude 
and Reſemblance of the Divine Nature. 5 | 
Nothing but Infinite Goodneſs, or a Natutal unalte- 
rable Propenſity and Diſpoſition in God to do good and 
communicate his Happineſs to his Creatures, according 
to the Capacities to receive it which He thought fit to 
give them, could move him at firſt to make the World. 
A Being neceſſarily happy in Himſelf, and the Enjoy- 
ment of his own Perfections could never have uy 
other 
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other Views, or any other Motives or Inducements 


than this, to engage His Wiſdom and Power in that 


reat Work. 


And 'tis the ſame Principle of Infinite Goodneſs that, 


like an Univerſal Soul, diffuſes it felt through the Whole 
Creation, and ſtill preſerves, ſupports and keeps it in 
Being: and upon one moment's Intermiſſion whereof, 
or withdrawing its Influence, we and the whole Created 
Nature would immediately ſink back into our primi- 
tive Nothing again; like a Tale when it is told, or a 
Dream when one awakes out of Sleep. But the mercy 


of God is over all his works: and becauſe I change not, faith | 


Malach 3. the Lord, becauſe this is the Eſſential and Unalterable 
Property of my Nature, therefore ye Sons of Jacob are 
not conſumed, 3 V 
And, beſides the Manifeſtations of this bright and 
ſhining Attribute of the Divine Nature in the Works of 
Creation and Providence, what a lively-Exemplification 
have we of it in the Life of our Bleſſed Saviour! Whe, 
2Cor. 8. 9. as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, #ho" he was Rich, yet for our ſakes 
he became poor, that we through his Poverty might be 
made Rich. Who went about doing good; and of whom 
there is ſcarce any thing recorded either as done or 
ſpoken by Him but what was apparently deſigned ei- 
ther for the Temporal or Spiritual Benefit and Advan- 

tage of ſome or other. | 285 1 
Now, certainly, it is not only our Duty but our Hap- 
pineſs allo, to attain to as full a Participation of the pure 
and holy Nature of God as we can. And what great- 


er Comfort can the Soul of a devout Chriſtian poſſibly 
have on this ſide Heaven, than in finding in it ſelf this 
Fruit of the Divine Life; a Conformity to the good, 
and merciful, and beneficent Nature of God and Chriſt; 


the real marks and ſignatures of this Divine Attribute 
5 „ imprinted 
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imprinted upon it, evidencing themſelves in a kind, 
bountiful, loving, and charitabſe Temper of Mind, pre- 
valent Deſires and effectual Endeavours to do all the 
Good He can, and diffuſe the Influences of his Charity 

to all that need his Aſſiſtance, according to the Abili- 


ties that God has given Him: 


The inward Conſciouſneſs of this, M. B. will be one 
of the beſt Evidences we can have of our truly Loving 


God, and being at Peace with Him; a Source of purer 


Joy, more ſweet and more ſatisfactory Delight conti- 
nually ſpringing up in our Souls than the World is a- 
ware of; and a ſure Pledge to us of the Everlaſting Re- 
ward reſerved in Heaven tor us. But, 
4thly and Laſtly, Nothing will inforce the Obliga- 


tion of this Duty upon us more effectually than the 


Conſideration of the high Eſteem and Value that God 


| ſets upon it all along through the Holy Scriptures, Thou peut. 15. 


ſhalt ſurely give thy Brother, ſays Moſes, and thine Heart 10. 


| ſhall not be grieved when thou giveſt him; becauſe that, 
for this thing, the Lord ſhall bleſs thee in all thy works, 
| and in all that thou putteſt thine Hand unto. Bleſſed is pil. 41. 


the Man that conſidereth the Poor, ſays David; the Lord 

will deliver him in time of Trouble: He will preſerve him 

and keep him alive, and he ſhall be bleſſed upon the Earth. 

He who hath a bountiful Eye ſhall be bleſſed, ſays Solomon; Prov.22 9. 
and He that giveth to the Poor ſhall not lack. But whoſo 8 — 
ſtoppeth his Ears at the Cry of the Poor, he alſo ſhall cry _— 13. 
himſelf, but ſhall not be heard. And St. James, to the 

lame Purpoſe, He ſhall have Judgment without Mercy that Jam.2. 13. 
bath not ſhewed Mercy. Hear allo what the Prophet | 
Iſaiah faith ; If thou draw out thy Soul to the Hungry and Il. 58. 10, 
ſatisfy the Afflicted Soul, then ſhall thy Light riſe in Ob- mT 
ſeurity, and thy Darkneſs ſhall be as the Noon-day. And 

the Lord ſhall guide thee continually, and ſatisfy thy Soul 


78 
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in Drought, and make fat thy Bones; and thou ſhalt be 
like a watered Garden, and like a Spring of Waters whoſe 
Waters fail not. 12 

Nay, fo very precious in the Sight of God is this 
Grace of Charity to the Poor, and ſo neceſſary a Con- 
dition of finding Favour and Acceptance with Him, that 
at the Day of Judgment, (according to the Deſcription 
which the Judge himſelf has given us of it, and of the 
Method he has determined to take in it) the chief Iſſue 
then to be tryed will be, whether we have neglected or 


- fulfilled the Obligations of this particular Duty : and 


according to the Reſult of this Inquiry, fo will our Sen- 
tence be; either to go away into everlaſting Puniſhments, 
or to inherit the Kingdom prepared for us from the Founda- 
tion of the World. e ee e HT. 4 
And thus, you ſee, it is not wholly left to our Choice, 
as a thing indifferent, whether we will be Charitable to 


the Poor or no; but a neceſſary Duty, that derives its 


Obligation from fixt and unalterable Principles: from 
the very Frame of our Nature, and thoſe tender Aﬀe- 
ctions of Pity and Compaſſion which God has imprint- 
ed upon it; from the Right that God, in point of ſtrict 


uſtice, has to require it of us; from its neceſſary 


Connection with and Subſerviency to the great End 
and Deſign of Religion, which is to make us like to 
God; and Laſtly, from the high Eſteem and Value 
that He ſets upon it. All which are ſufficient Indica- 
tions and Arguments of his requiring it at our Hands. 
I proceed now, in tene 8 
2. To conſider what the Chief Lets and Impediments 
are that uſually obſtruct the Influence that the Senſe 
of theſe Obligations ought to have upon us. And I 
ſhall mention only two or three, And. 


1. Be: 


— 


tt. 
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1. Becauſe, by the Wiſdom and Piety of our Ance- 
ſtors, a ſtanding Proviſion is already made for the 
Poor, and ſecured by the Authority of ſeveral good 
and wholſom Laws, ſome are apt to think thoſe Laws 
the proper Rule and Meaſure of their Charity; and 
that they ſufficiently anſwer all their OZ/igations to that 
Duty, if they contribute ſo far and in ſuch Proportions 
as thoſe to whom the Execution of thoſe Laws is com- 
mitted ſhall legally require them to do: notwithſtand- 
ing that they are very ſenſible, in the mean time, 
that what they do thus actually contribute bears no 
Proportion either to their own Abilities or the Wants 
| of their Brethren. . nnd) 1 „ c 
But here it ſhould be conſidered, that what is thus 
exacted and paid in Purſuance of a Law, cannot, with 
reſpect to particular Perſons, come properly under the 
| Notion of Charity. Tho, indeed, the more cheerfully 
we contribute what the Law in this Caſe requires, the 
| nearer it approaches to, and the greater Semblance it 
has of it. e e e | 8 wes 
The Making and Eſtabliſhing ſuch good Laws, as it 
Vas an Act of free Choice in the Legiſlators, may 
well be reputed a true Inſtance of a Pablick and 
National Charity. But, what Private Perfons now do 
in Obedience to, and under the Conſtraint and Force 
that thoſe Laws lay upon them, is no more an Act 
of Charity, ſtrictly ſpeaking, than the diſcharging any 
| proper, juſt, and legal Debt, or any Incumbrance that 
our Poſſeſſions ſtand charged with, either by the Laws 
my of the Community, or our own Voluntary and Perſonal 
- @ | -Zagements : inaſmuch as it's an Eſſential and Diſtin- 
85 11 guiſhing Property of Charity, that it be the free and 
nan {unconſtrained Act of the Will, inforced by no other 
Obligations than what our own Conſciences, the Love of 
C 2 God 
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God and our Neighbour, and the Laws of the Gofpel lay 
upon us. e 
Beſides, allowing what is thus exacted of us for the Re- 
lief of the Poor to be a true and real Charity in us; yet, 
ſince (either thro the Imperfection of the Lans them- 
ſelves or the Want of due Care in the Execution of them) 
. we find many real Objects of Pity and Compaſſion 
{till unprovided for; Many poor Neceſlitous'Perſons and 
Families oppreſſed with Want, languiſhing and fainting 
under the Afflictions and Miſeries that the Infirmitzes 
of Age, or Sickneſs, or Worldly Croſſes and Misfortunes 
may have brought upon them : when they come to 
make known their Condition to us, not with thoſe Ar- 
tificial Clamours and Importunities that ſuch as have 
learned the Trade of Begging make uſe of to extort an 
Alms from us, but modeſtly and privately, and with 
all the Marks and Indications of Truth and Sincerity; 
what will it become us, I ſay, to do in ſuch a Caſe 2 
Muſt we /top our Ears to their Cry, and ſhut up the 
Bowels of our Compaſſion from them? Shall we bid them 
go Home and ftarve; till either better Laws are made 
for their Relief, or better Care is taken in the Execu- 
tion of thoſe that are already in Being; No, certainly. 
This is a Method that no good Man, I believe, will 
think reaſonable; and what no good Chriſtian, I am 
ſure, can take. For whoſoever hath this World's Goods, 
and ſeeth his Brother have Need, and, upon any ſuch fri- 
volous Pretences as this, ſhutteth up his Bowels of Com- 
| paſſion from him, how dwelleth the Love of God in him? 
| He may pretend to it, perhaps, from his Diligence in 
other trugal, unexpenſive Duties of Religion ; but 'tis 


I. 4.20. in vain. For He that loveth not his Brother whom he hath 


ſeen, how can he love God whom he hath not ſeen 2 (aith the 
ſame Apoſtle. # £5 200 3 
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© The Rich Man in the Parable might have made the 
ſame Excuſe for his Unmercitulneſs towards Lazarus, 


while he lay neglected and ſtarving at his Gate. The 


Jews had a legal and ſtanding Proviſion for the Poor 
as well as We; and that by Laws of God's own ap- 
pointing. For, beſides the releaſing their Debts every 


Seventh Year, and the Gleanings of the Corn and the 
| Vineyards, and the Produce of the Corners of the Fields, 
which were appointed to be left for them, the Tenth 
Part of every Man's Increaſe, (i. e. after the Heave- 


Offerings and the Tithe paid to the Prieſts and Levites 
Miniſtring at Jeruſalem were deducted) was, every 


tor all this; notwithſtanding this ſettled Proviſion for 


the Poor, you know what was the Conſequence of 


Dives his Hardheartedneſs to Lazarus, 55 
The Truth is, we cannot conceive but that the Laus 
and thoſe who are intruſted u ith the Execution of them 


would make a much more Effectual Proviſion for the 


Poor and Needy, if what they require of us were con- 
ſidered as all that the Poor were to expect. But they 
ſuppoſe and make Allowance for the free and voluntary 


Charity of good Men; as what will ſupply and make 
up the R of ſuch Legal Proviſions and Eſta- 


bliſhments. 5 | 
2. Another thing that either wholly obſtructs, or, 


at leaſt, much leſſens ſome People's Charity, is this: 


that, by their Liberality to the Poor, they fear they 


may fo impair their Fortunes as to be reduced Them- 
ſelves, at laſt, to the ſame Circumſtances. And, to pre- 

vent this, they think it a piece of Prudence to hold 
their Hands, and part with as little as they can. 


But, 


Third Year, appropriated to Charitable Uſes, and called peut. 26 
by the Fewiſh Writers, The Poor- Man's Tithe, And yet, 12. , 
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But, when any ſuch Thoughts as theſe ariſe in our 
Hearts, if we would trace them back to their firſt Prin- 
ciples, we ſhould find that they ſpring from a ſecret 
Infidelity, and Diſtruſt of God. For what we give 70 
the Por, according to the Conſtruction that God Him- 
{elf puts upon it, 7s but lent unto the Lord; and what 
we have given ſhall be paid us again; both in Temporal 
and Spiritual Bleſſings. St. Paul compares it to ſows 
ing of Seed. And Solomon makes the ſame Alluſion: 
Caſt thy Grain tnto moiſt Ground, and in proceſs of time 
thou ſhalt find it again; (for ſo that Text, Eccleſiaſtes 
It. I. may well be rendred.) And again, verſ. 6. In 
the Morning ſow thy Seed, and in the Evening hold not 
thine Hand: importing by this Allegory, that works 
of Charity, through the Bleſſing of God that accompa- 
nies them, have this Property of Seed; that, though 
they ſeem to die and be loſt for the preſent, they return 
with Increaſe, and bring their Sheaves with them. And 
make no doubt but that I am now ſpeaking to many 
that are, and (J hope) always will be, able to give 


Teſtimony to the Truth of this from their own Ex- WM 


perience. | | IA "I 
Now, how fooliſh, as well as impious, a thing it is 
(aiter ſuch Encouragements given us) to hang back when 
any proper Occaſion. of Charity calls upon us, out of a 
Fear of Impoveriſhing our ſelves by that which would 
be our beſt Security againſt it, cannot be better expreſs d 
than in the Words of the Celebrated Author of that 
beſt of Books, The Whole Duty of Man, which is, or 
ought to be in every Body's Hands. — © Ir is amongſt 
Men, ſays he, thought a great Diſparagement when 
* we refule to truſt them: it ſhews we think them ei- 
* ther not Sufficient or not Honeſt. tow. vile an At- 
* front is it then to God to diſtruſt Him: Nay, 1 
* how 


* 
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©* how horrid Blaſphemy to doubt the Security of that 
„for which He has expreſſy paſs'd his Word; who is 
* Lord of All, and therefore cannot be inſufficient ; and 
* who is the God of Truth, and therefore will not 
* fail to make good his Promiſe? Let not then that 
© Infide] Fear of Want contract and ſhut up thy Bow- 
*els from thy poor Brother. For, tho' he be never 
* likely to pay thee, yet God becomes his Surety and 
* enters Bond with him, and will moſt aſſuredly pay 
* thee with Increafe, Therefore it is fo far from be- 
„ing Damage to thee thus to give, that it is thy 
* greateſt Advantage. 


3. Another great Obſtruction both of Public and 
Private Charities, is Men's diverting what ought to be 
ſet apart for ſuch pious Ules into other Chanels ; ſuch 
as their Vanity or their Yices cut out for it: whereby 
the Stream of their Fortunes is impoveriſhed and can- 
| not overflow in ſo plentiful a manner as otherwiſe it 
might, in Acts of Mercy and Pzty; to refreſh the parched, 
thirſty Souls of the Poor and Needy under their Neceſſi- 
ties and Sufferings. | 3 
Some, for inſtance, aſſect to make a Figure; as they 
call it, in the World; above what their Rank and Condi. 
tion require, or their Circumſtances will well Allow of: 
proportioning their Expences 1n their Cloaths, their 
| Houſes, their Furniture, their Retinue, their Entertain- 
| ments, Sc. not ſo much either to their Incomes or the 
Congruity of fuch a Sumptuous Way of Living to the 
Rank and Station that Providence has affign'd them in the 
World, as to the Port and Grandeur they ſee others above 
them to live in. Theſe they are apt to envy; and are 
Uneaſy and Afhamed to be thought to come ſhort of them 
in any of thoſe Reſpects. And ſo they would ſtarve the 
Poor rather than not feed and pamper a ſenſleſs 9 ; 
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and, by afſecting to make a Shew of being Great and Rich, 
do often bring themſelves and their Families to real want 
and miſery. 3 . 

Others, again, leave little Room for Works of Cha- 
rity by indulging themſelves in Intemperance and a Rio- 
tous way of Living. For ſuch a Courſe of Lite is like 


an Inveterate Running Uſcer, that exhauſts and macerates 


the Body, by drawing all thoſe Juices to it to feed it's 
Corruption, which ſhould refreſh and nouriſh the other 
Parts of the Body. It's a perpetual Drein to their E- 
ſtates; and all muſt run that way, whatever the Cyys of 
the Poor or the Wants of their own Families Remon- 
ſtrate to the Contrary. F 
_ Laſtly, Frequent and Cuſtomary Gaming, eſpecially 
where it is not purely for an Innocent Recreation of our 
Selves or Others (which is rarely the Caſe where Mo- 
ney, or, at leaſt, any Conſiderable Sum is at Stake, ) 
this is alſo an Obſtruction to the Charity of thoſe that 
practice it. For, what is thus ſpent in their Sports 
and Paſtimes, is alienated from and loſt to their Cha- 
"FRE —- | 

. (not to mention here the Caſe of Thoſe who 
practice this out of a Principle of Covetouſneſs, and the 
Hopes of Enriching themſelves by the Loſſes of Others, 


which nothing can Juſtify: ) let us ſuppole what is moſt 


Favourable in the Caſe of Gaming: viz. that Men Play 
chiefly for their Diverſion, and for nothing but what 
they can be content to looſe with the greateſt Degree of 


Tadifferency, and without prejudicing either Themſelves 


or thoſe that depend upon Them. Yet it ſhould be 

conſidered, that God has appointed a Corban to receive 
thoſe Overflowipgs of their Plenty, which (by their 
own Confeſſion) they can ſo well and fo readily part 


with: and that is the Poor and Needy Souls that want 


it . 
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it: whom God has Commiſſioned and Appointed as 


his Proxies, to demand and require it in his Name. 


lt will therefore, certainly, be a much better and ſa ; 
fer Way for a Chriſtian to beſtow, what he finds he can 
ſo well part with, in Acts of Mercy and Charity; rather 
then wantonly to waſte and laviſh away what, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, is not his Oun, but appropriated by God, the 
Supreme and Principle Proprietor of it, -to much better 


and nobler Purpoſes. For this will be a means, not only 


to prevent the Mif-uſe and Miſ application of his Time, 


to keep him out of the Way of many Temptations, to 


ſecure his Iunocency, and preſerve him from ſundry In- 
conveniences that Exceſſes in this Way often render 
Men obnoxious to; but alſo to make himſelf Friends of 


| his earthly Mammen, to provide himſelf Bags that wax 


. 


not old, a Treaſure in the Heavens that faileth not; where Luke 12. 


And now, having ſhewn you whence our Obligati- 


| ons to this Duty of Charity to the Poor do ariſe, and 


conſidered what the chief Lets and Impediments are that 


moſt commonly obſtruct the Influence which the Senſe 
of thoſe Obligations ſhould have upon us; it remains 
that we conſider in the next Place, car 


IT. The great Encouragement we have to practiſe this 
Duty: drawn from the ineſtimable Bexefirs and Advan- 
tages that the Faithful Obfervance thereof will be at- 
tended with. If we thus make a right Uſe and Im- 
provement of the Unrighteous Mammon, i. e. the Tem- 
poral Riches that God has bleſſed us with; the Conſe- 


quence will be, that, when we die, we ſhall be received 


into Everlaſting Habitat ionnn. 
Now, What a Stupendous Inſtance have we here of 


the Mercy and Goodveſs of our God! that, for ſuch a 


D light 


| uo Thief approacheth neither Moth corrupteth. And, if 32. 
his Treaſure is there, there will his Heart be alſo. 
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fight and eaſy Service as this; for parting only with 
ſome Pittance of what we have, in the Name and for 
the Sake of Him who hath given us 4/4, He ſhould pro- 
| poſe a Reward ſo infininitely Diſproportionable! That 
He ſhould make the Promiſe, the Aſſurance of the Glo- 
ries of Heaven, the Delights of Eternity, the Enjoy- 
ment of Himſelf for ever in the Kjngdom of His Glory, 
a Motive and Argument to engage us in a Duty, ſo De. 
lightful in itſelf, ſo Congenial to the Fixt, ineradicable 
Inſtincts of Humane Nature, and attended with ſo much 
Pleaſure in the Performance of it, that it may well be 
| ſaid to carry its own Reward with it. 3 
For I make no Doubt but I am now ſpeaking to many 
who could readily atteſt the Truth of it from their own 
Experience, if I ſhould Aſſert, that the Rejoicing the 
Heart of an afflicted Brother, by adminiſtring a Seaſo- 
nable Relief to him in his Neceſity, reflects a greater 
Comfort and Satisfaction to him that does, than it cre- 
ates in him that Receives the Kindneſs: according 1io0 
the Saying of our Lord mentioned by St. Paul, Acts 20. 
35. that it is more Bleſſed, i. e. a greater Pleaſure to a 
well-diſpoſed Soul, to give than to receive. 
Now, who can ſtand out, when God invites us, up- 
cv on ſuch favourable Terms, to come in and ſhare in the 
. Benefits and Advantages of this Commerce which he 
1 has eſtabliſhed between this and the other World 2 A 
Commerce not expoſed to the Caſualties of War, or the 
Hazards of Seas, or the Breaking of Correſpondents, or 
the Treachery of thoſe we Intruſt or have to Deal with; 
or any of thoſe Dangers and Misfortunes which the 
poor Adventurers that only Coaſt about this lower World 
are ſo liable to and have ſo often Occaſion to complain of. 
N., there are no ſuch Diſcouragements in this Commerce. 
* with the other World. It is as Safe as it is Beneficial : 


% 


* 


— An 


_ The Duty of Charity to the Poor. 


—— eG. 
* * 
2 3 
4 — „ 
——— 2 


Eo ET NI WR 7 


we have the Inſurance of Heaven, and the Protedtion of | 


the Almighty, which can never fail us. 
What is neceſſary for the Support of our ſelves and 
Families, in a moderate way, ſuitable to our Rant and 


Station in the World, He graciouſly allows us (as I ob- 


ſerved before) for our own Uſe. And a Diſcreet and 


| Prudent Diſpoſal of what remains in ſuch Works of 


Mercy as He hath appointed and recommended to us, 
will bring us in, you lee, a very ample Return: not a 
little painted Earth to entertain our Curioſity ; not a 
few Silks and Spices to adminiſter to our Pride or fo- 
ment our Luxury; not a little Gilded Duſt to dazle the 
Eyes and intangle the Hearts of the Children of this 
World; but the Merchandice of Heaven, the true, un- 
periſhable and invaluable Riches of the Celeſtial Ophzr ; 


| Riches that will continue and make us Happy for ever. 


_ Certainly we muſt have but very mean Thoughts of 


Heaven and the Glories of thoſe Everlaſting Habitations 
there prepared for us, if we think it an hard Bargain 


to fulfil this Eaſy Condition that God preſcribes in 


| Order to the Attainment thereof; if we think the Dil- 
penſing to the Poor and Needy ſome Portion of the 


Temporal Things which God hath given us Jo plentifully 
to Enjoy, would be to Purchaſe thoſe Endleſs Felicities 


. of His Kingdom, which He hath promiſed to the Chari- 


table, at too Dear a Rate. E 28S) 
But J cannot but hope better Things of you, M. B. and 
Things which accompany Salvation; elpecially when I have 
before mine Eyes ſo many and ſuch irrefragable Teſtimo- 


nies of your Bountiful and Generous Diſpoſitionsthis Way; 8 
when J ſee here ſo many tender Plants of your own Setting, 


tranſplanted from the Miſeries and Temptations of Po- 
verty and Want into ſuch a well cultivated and Advan- 


tageous Soil, Watered and Nouriſhed by your Boagty, 
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and Flouriſhing and Growing up under the warm and 
benign Influences of your Charity: A Charity, fo pi- 
oufly deſigned, ſo well accommodated to all rhe Ends 
and Obligations of that Chriſtian Duty which I have 
been recommending to You, and withall, ſo prudently 
and carefully managed by thoſe Worthy Perſons who 
have been pleaſed to take that Truſt upon them; that, 
I think, we may reaſonably promiſe our ſelves, it will 
not, it cannot fail of having both the Approbation and 
the Encouragement of all well-diſpoſed Chriſtians. 
While Good Men are bemoaning in Secret the great 


Corruption and Degeneracy of Mankind, and the ſtrange 


Prevalency of Atheiſm, Infidelity and Irreligion in the 


World; that ſpread their Contagion in all Places; and, 


like a Violent Stream, threaten to bear down all the 


Remains of Religion and Virtue before them: while 


Good Men, I ſay, have their Minds engaged in ſuch 


dark and melancholy Reflections as theſe, there's no- 


thing adminiſters ſuch Comfort to them as to obſerve, 


with what unwearied Induſtry and Application, with 
what Conſtancy and Diligence, with what Exemplary 
Courage and Reſolution (Virtues neceſſary for ſuch Great 
and Heroic Undertakings) many of God's Faithful Ser- 
vants have ſet themſelves of late to ſtop this Torrent of 
Impiety ; with United Counſels forming many wiſe - 
Deſigns, for Propagating Chriſtian Kyowledge, for Re- 


trieving the Honour and Authority of Religion, for 


Diſcountenancing Vice, and Reforming the World, and 

with their joint Endeavours aſſiſting and ſtrengthening 

each other in the Execution of them x 
And. of all the Schemes that have hitherto been laid 


down for carrying on this Great Work, there is none 


ſing Charitable Fands for rhe Maintenance, the Uſeful 


that hath met with better Succeſs than this of Rai- 


In- 
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Iaſtructiom and Pious Education of Poor Children, and 
thereby Providing both for their preſent and their fu- 


ture Happineſs. And, indeed, the Natural Tendency 


of ſuch a Deſign: to the Promoting the Honour and 


Glory of Gd and the Good of Mankind, the Reforma- 
tion of the World, and the Reſcuing many Poor Souls, 
not only from the Miſeries of Poverty itſelf, but alfo 


from the more deſtructive Conſequences of it, the ma- 


ny Temptations to Sin and Wickedneſs to which it uſu- 


ally lays Men open, is apparent enough to alf that wil 


give themſelves Leave to conſider it. 


By this Means, many Poor Parents are not only eaſed 
of Part of the Burthen that lay upon them; but have 


this farther Comfort, to ſee their Children brought up 
in the Fear of God, and in ſuch uſeful and profitable 


Employments as may make them real Bleſſings both to 
their Parents and to the Public. 


By the Advantages of 


| a Religious Education and being Inſtructed betimes in 
the Knowledge of God and their Duty, (to the Want 
whereof the lewd Lives and Shameful Deaths of ſo many 
miſerable Wretches are moſtly to be aſcribed; Virtue 
and Piety will get the firſt Poſſeſſion of their Hearts, and 


ſo improve and grow up with them, as to make them, 


it is to be hoped, Honeſt Men and Good Chriſtians, 
juſt and upright in their Dealings, and Studious and 


Sollicitous to promote his Honour and Glory from whoſe 


Providence they mult be Senſible they Derive, more im- 
mediately than Others, all the Comforts and Conveni- 


encies of Life that they ſhall Enjoy. 


The ſtrict and prudent Diſcipline: which they are In- 
ured to in their Toath will be a Means to Preſerve them, 
both from the many evil Examples that the World ſo 
much abounds with; and from J/dlenefs, the Parent of 

moſt of thoſe Enormities that our corrupt Nature is 4 
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obnoxious to. Their Being, ina great Meaſure, confi- 
ned to the Converſation of thoſe who are ſubject to the 


ſame Rules, and under the Inſpection and Overight of 


the ſame Diredlors and Governors, will help to ſecure 
them from the former: and, by being conſtantly Ex. 


erciſed in ſome ſort or -othier of Honeſt: and Uſeful La- 


Sonr, they will be apt to contract ſuch a Setled Habit 


of Induſtry as they themſelves, their Relations and the 
-Public may find the Advantage of afterwards. 


in a Word; through the Blefling, and the many Ad- 


vantages of that Honeſt Education which theſe Children, 
through your Charity do now enjoy, we may reaſona- 
bly Hope they will not only become Good Men and Mo- 
men and uſetul in their Generations Themſelves, but 

prove the Inſtruments of Conveying the fame good Ef. 


fects of Your Charity to Others alſo; Promoting by 


their Intereſts, and Propagating by their good Examples, 


thoſe Principles of Vertue and Piety which you are ta- 


king ſo much Chriſtian Care to have Inſtill'd into them, 


that fo Poſterity may Bleſs You, and the Ages and Gene- 
rations to come may Reap the Fruits of your preſent Lis 
berality on Earth, while you your ſelves have the full 


Reward of it in Heaven. 
And were it needful for me» now, . B. either to 
preſs you to a Continuance in this Latour of Love who 
are en Engaged in it, or to recommend the Exam- 


ple of your Charity to Others; I might Addreſs my ſelf 
to You all in the Words of St. Paxl, when he thanks 


the Philippians for Communicating with him in his 


Afflictions: If I V eſire 4 Gift, if 1:exhort You to open 
the Bowels of your Compaſſion towards theſe and other 
ſuch Objects as well deſerve your Pity and Commiſera- 
tion, it is becauſe 7 defere' Fruit that may abound to your 
Account, For whatever you Part with either in Sup- 
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De 
porting or Enlarging ſuch 4 Charitable D . as this, 


for God's Honour and the Good of Souls, is not loſt, 

but placed to God“ Account; and will be paid you a- 

gain, in the Bleſſings of this and the Beatitudes of a bet- 

ter Liſe. 5 FFF 

Has God then bleſſed any of you with a Plentiful 
Fortune in the World; So that your Cup, as the Pfalmiſt Plal.27, 6. 
expreſſeth it runneth over? Have you had good Succeſs 

in ycur Trades? Do you find that your Stocks are In- 
creaſed? Has the Work of your Hands in your Honeſt 
Employments gone on $2 oh and Succeeded accord- 


ing to, or even beyond your Expectations? Lift up 
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your Eyes and Hearts to Him from whoſe good Provi- 


dence ye have received theſe Mercies; and Bleſs Him ſor 

giving you ſo fair an Opportunity as you have here be- 

fore you, of Expreſſing your Thankfulneſs to your Hea- 4 

venly BenefaQtour. N 5 
Here are ſo many Living Altars, you ſee, Prepared 

and Ready to receive your Free-will. Oherings. And, 

with ſuch Sacrifices ye may be ſure, God wil be. pleaſed. 

They will be as an Odour of a ſweet Smell, acceptable 

and well-pleaſing to your Heavenly Father, and as a 

means to bring down a plentiful Return of all Temporak 

and Spiritual Bleſſz#gs upon you; that, having all Sufi 2 cor 9. 8. 

ciency in all Things, ye may abound more and more in this 8 

and every other good Vork. 55 
And, when the Son of God ſhall come in His Glory 

and all His Holy Angels with him, and ſhall Sit upon the 

Throne of his Glory to Judge the World; you ſhall find, 

to your Endleſs Comfort, that whatever your Pty and 

Compaſſion ſhall now Diſpoſe you to Contribute to the 

Carrying on ſuch a Charitable Work as this, for Feed- 

ing the Hungry, for Clothing the Naked, and Supplying 

the Wants of ſo many of your Poor Fellow- Creatures, 

1 both 
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both with Reſpects to their Souls and Bodies, He will 
Account as done te Himſelf. You ſhall hear Him Declare 
'unto you in that Pay, that, in as much as Jou have done 
it u Theſe, don have done it unto Him. And then, 
M. B. You will Experience the Wiſdom and the Ad- 
vantage of purſuing the Direction of my Text; in 
making to your ſelves Friends of your Earthly Mammon, 
in being Rich in Good Works, and lay ing up your Trea- 
ſure in Heaven; when ye ſhall Partake of that Bleſſing 
which our Dear Redeemer ſhall then Pronounce to all 
that Love and Fear Him ſaying, Come ye Bleſſed Children 
of my Father, Receive the Kingdom prepared for you from 
the Beginning of the World. Which that we may All of 
us do, God of his Infinite Mercy Grant through the 
Merits and Mediation of his Son, Feſus Chriſt Our Lord; 
Zo uhom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed 
all Honour and Glory, Dominion and Power, now and for 
evermpre. Amen. Fg 
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